
 

 
The Inhumane Besiegement of Daraa 

 
Dear Mr. Jonathan Hargreaves,  
 
Today, the siege of Daraa enters its third week after the Syrian regime forces closed all entrances and exits to 
Daraa al-Balad area, one of the main neighbourhoods in the city of Daraa, preventing any humanitarian aid 
or medical supplies from reaching more than 40,000 civilians living in this area. This inhumane besiegement 
came in response to Daraa’s popular refusal to participate in the fraudulent and illegitimate elections carried 
out by the Syrian regime on May 26, where thousands of demonstrators peacefully gathered in the eastern 
parts of the governorate, voicing their rejection to such elections. While, several villages in the west of the 
governorate announced a general strike as a non-violent expression of their opposition to the regime’s sham 
elections.  

 
The Syrian regime took advantage of the international community's preoccupation with the attempts to renew 
the UN mandate for cross-border aid operations (UNSCR 2533) to impose, yet again, an inhumane 
besiegement on civilians as a war strategy to suppress and silence all peaceful voices who oppose al-Assad’s 
brutal rule over the country. Therefore, depriving thousands of families from their much-needed access to 
humanitarian support and medical services amid a sharp economic decline and an acute deterioration of the 
humanitarian situation. All of this escalation is taking place under the complicity and blessing of the Russian 
forces, which are supposed to be the main guarantors of the so-called “2018 local reconciliation agreement of 
Daraa”. Thus, confirming the futility and ineffectiveness of these local agreements, which only resulted in the 
forced displacement of tens of thousands of civilians without having any real impact in restoring security and 
stability at the local level. 

 
We, in the Syrian British Council (SBC), join the voices of thousands of besieged peaceful protestors in Daraa 
al-Balad and the surrounding areas in calling for a more visible and explicit international pressure on the Syrian 
regime and its Russian ally to lift the inhumane siege imposed on innocent civilians and to allow humanitarian 
and medical aid convoys to cross into the area. We also ask the UK government to speak up against the gross 
violations of human rights committed by the Syrian regime, such as the unlawful detention and systematic 
torture of Daraa residents, and to put an end to the Syrian regime’s repeated use of besiegement , which is a 
war crime that amounts to a crime against humanity.  

 
Yours truly, 
 
Mazen Gharibah 
Executive Manager | The Syrian British Council (SBC) 
 
London - July, 7, 2021.  


